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Public  Health  Staff. 


Medical  OHiccr  of  Health: 

Gladys  M.  Herbert,  M.R.C.S.,  L.U.C.P.,  D.P.H. 


Senior  Sanitary  Inspector: 

Gwyn  Thomas,  B.A.,  M.S.I.A. 


Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors: 

D.  Brinley  Evans,  M.S.I.A.,  A.R.San.I. 
J.  Gerwyn  Rowlands,  M.S.I.A. 


Clerk : 


Ann  Llewelyn. 


s 

Summary  of  Statistics. 

Area  of  the  District  236,649  acres. 

Population: 

Llandilo  R.D.C 25,810 

England  and  Wales  44,274,000 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  7,767 

Number  of  Council  Houses  728 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  3.3 

Number  of  Births  329 

Number  of  Deaths  353 

Rateable  Value  £65,577 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  £243  6s.  7d. 
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REPORT 

OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
For  the  Year  1954. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  and  Members, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  third  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1954. 

On  reviewing  the  statistics  given,  I iam  glad  to  be  able  to  report 

that  it  has  again  been  a good  year  for  the  health  of  the  area.  No 

epidemics  occurred  in  the  area. 

Deaths  from  all  causes  increased  slightly  to  353,  but  the  rate 
was  below  that  for  the  County. 

I wish  to  thank  all  members  of  the  Council  for  their  interest 

and  support  during  the  year  and  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and 

the  two  additional  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  the  efficient  way  they  have 
carried  out  their  duties  and  for  their  help  and  loyal  co-operation  in 
the  work  of  the  Department.  I also  wish  to  thank  the  Officials  and 
Staff  for  their  ready  co-operation. 

I am.  your  obedient  servant, 

GLADYS  M.  HERBERT, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Vital  Statistics. 


LIVE  BIRTHS: 


Total. 

Male.  Female. 

Legitimate 

311 

166 

145 

Illegitimate 

18 

7 

11 

Legitimate  and  Illegitimate 

329 

173 

156 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

Total. 

Male.  Female. 

Legitimate 

6 

3 

3 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

Legitimate  and  Illcgtiimatc 

6 

3 

3 

Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality, 
Maternal  Death  Rates  and  Case  Rates. 

BIRTH  RATES. 


Llandilo 

England 

R.D.C. 

C.C.C.  & 

Wales. 

Birth  Rate  per  1.000 

• 

estimtated  population 

12.74 

13.42 

15.2 

Still  Birth  Hate  per 

1,000  total  births 

17.9 

: 1 

29.18 

: 1 

23.4 

INFANT  DEATHS. 

Under  4 weeks: 


Total.  Male.  Female. 


Legitimate 

11 

6 

5 

Illegitimate 

1 

0 

1 

Under  1 year: 


Total. 

Male.  Female. 

Legitimate 

14 

8 

6 

Illegitimate 

1 

0 

1 

INFANT  DEATH  RATES. 


Llandilo 

R.D.C. 

C.C.C.  & 

England 

Wales. 

All  Causes  under  1 year 

45.59 

1 

30.05 

25.5 

All  Causes  under  4 weeks 

36.47 

20.91 

17.7 

TABLE  A. 

M F M F M F 

M F 

M F 

M F 

Pre-  Congenital  Birth 

Respiratory 

Gastro 

maturity  Malformation  Injury 

infections 

enteritis 

Total 

1 Hour  ..  1 ...  1 ...  1 



...  3 

1 Day  ...  2 1 

1 ... 

2 2 

1 Week  11  1 

2 1 

1 Month  ...  1 1 



1 1 

1/3  Month's  

1 1 

1 ... 

2 1 

3/12  Months  

1 ... 

1 ... 

Total  15  3 1 ...  1 

3 1 

1 ... 

8 8 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

Llandilo 

England 

R.D.C. 

C.C.C.  & 

Wales. 

Number  of  Deaths 

0 

3 

' 

478 

Deaths  per  1.000 

• 

Live  and  Still  Births 

0.00 

0.3 



0.69 

DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  IN  1954: 

Number  of  Deaths  ...  353. 


<1 
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DEATH  RATES: 


Llandilo 

R.D.C. 

c.c.c. 

& 

England 

Wales. 

All  Causes 

13.67 

1 

13.82 

11.3 

Number  of  Deaths  from  each 

Disease 

WITH  RATES  PER  1.000  POPULATION. 

Male. 

Female. 

Rates. 

Poliomyelitis 

...  0 

...  0 

0.00 

Influenza 

...  0 

...  0 

0.00 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

...  5 

...  1 

0.23 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

...  1 

...  1 

0.07 

Bronchitis 

...  15 

...  5 

0.77 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

...  3 

...  1 

0.15 

Other  respiratory  Disease 

...  23 

...  0 

0.89 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Disease 

...  0 

...  1 

0.04 

Cancer 

...  25 

...  30 

2.13 

Diabetes 

...  2 

...  1 

0.11 

Cerebral  Plaemorrhage 

...  25 

...  26 

1.97 

Coronary  Disease 

...  29 

...  9 

1.47 

Hipertension  with  Heart  Disease 

...  2 

...  5 

0.27 

Other  Heart  Disease 

...  31 

...  46 

2.71 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

...  6 

...  10 

0.31 

Peptic  Ulcers 

...  1 

...  0 

0.04 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

...  1 

...  0 

0.04 

Nephrosis  and  Nephritis 

...  3 

...  0 

0.11 

Hiperplasia  of  Prostate 

...  2 

...  

0.08 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and  Abortion 

...  

....  0 

0.00 

Congenital  malformations 

...  3 

...  1 

0.15 

Syphilis 

...  0 



0.00 

Motor  accidents 

...  0 

...  0 

0.00 

All  other  accidents 

...  4 

...  1 

0.19 

Suicide 

...  2 

...  3 

0.19 

Other  Defined  and  Illdefined  Diseases 

...  11 

...  18 

1.12 

All  Causes 

...  194 

...  159 

13.67 

353 
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Cancer. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer 


during  the  year,  total. ..55,  Males. . 25,  Females. ..30. 
rate  was  the  same  as  that  for  the  County,  but  slightly 
the  Country  as  a whole. 

The  Mortality 
above  that  for 

Deaths  from 

Cancer. 

INumbcr  of  Deaths  from  Cancer: 

Males — 25.  Females — 30.  Total 

—55. 

Site. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Stomach 

...  8 . 

..  5 . 

..  13 

Colon  Rectum 

...  6 . 

..  8 . 

..  14 

Prostate 

...  5 . 

..  — 

5 

Breast 

...  — 

..  1 . 

1 

Pancreas 

...  — 

..  1 . 

1 

Uterus  and  Ovaries 

...  — 

..  7 . 

7 

Lungs  and  Bronchus 

...  4 . 

..  1 . 

5 

Other  Sites 

...  2 . 

..  7 . 

9 

TOTAL 

...  25 

..  30  . 

..  55 

Death  Rate  from  Cancers 

Llandilo  K.D.C. — 2.13. 


C.C.C.— 2.13. 
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Prevalence  of]  and  Control  over  Infectious 
and  other  Diseases 

There  were  no  serious  epidemics  during  the  year  and  only 
forty-eight  cases  of  Infectious  diseases  were  notified  as  listed  below : 


Scarlet  Fever 

Measles 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Poliomyelitis 

Whooping  Cough 

Dysentery 

Food  Poisoning 

Meningitis 


C.C.C.  Llandilo 

R.D.C. 


63  ...  11 

11  ...  1 

123  ...  8 

— ...  1 

— ...  1 

3 

222  ...  22 

152  ...  — 

5 ...  2 

— ...  2 


TOTAL 


579 


48 
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Diphtheria  and  Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

For  the  eighth  year  in  succession  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred 
in  the  district,  but  it  is  important  to  remember  that  the  disease  could 
return.  In  fact  there  were  167  cases  with  9 deaths  in  England  and 
Wales  during  the  year.  Hence  the  necessity  of  protecting  children  by 
the  simple  process  of  immunisation — a service  which  is  provided  free 
by  the  family  doctor  and  at  all  Welfare  Clinics. 

Below  is  a table  of  the  number  of  children  in  the  area  who  were 
given  the  full  primary  course  of  injections  and  those  who  received 
the  booster  or  re-inforcing  injection. 

0 — 5 years  who  completed  full  primary  course  ...  229 

5 — 14  years  who  completed  full  primary  course  ...  1 

Number  who  received  a “reinforcing  injection”  ...  98 

Food  Poisoning. 

There  was  one  small  family  outbreak  during  the  year.  It  aff- 
ected two  children  of  a farmer  who  purchased  infected  turkey  poults 
from  outside  the  area.  The  other  members  of  the  household  were 
carriers  of  the  organisms,  but  did  not  suffer  from  the  disease. 

Investigations  proved  that  the  disease  was  due  to  an  anaerogenic 
strain  of  Salmonella  Typhi  Murium  which  had  caused  the  pullorum 
in  lection,  and  also  infected  three  adult  w orkers  at  the  turkey  farm. 

All  the  infected  birds  were  destroyed  and  thorough  disinfection 
was  carried  out.  There  has  been  no  recurrence  of  the  disease.  As 
this  outbreak  occurred  in  a Dairy  Farm  arrangements  were  made  for 
the  milk  to  be  pasteurised  until  the  outbreak  cleared. 

Tuberculosis. 

There  was  a slight  increase  in  the  number  of  notifications  of 
new  cases  during  the  year.  Notifications  received  28:  male...  18,  female 
...10.  Four  of  these  cases  were  first  notified  after  death,  two  of  whom 
also  suffered  from  pneumoconiosis.  To  assist  prevention  of  spread  of 
the  disease,  particularly  to  other  members  of  the  household,  each 
family  is  visited  to  advise  regarding  the  necessary  precautions  and  to 
ensure  X-ray  eaxminations  and  B.C.G.,  vaccination  when  this  is  required. 

Fart  compensation  was  paid  to  one  family  under  the  provision 
of  sub-section  4 of  Section  167,  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  for  the  de- 
struction of  some  bedding  which  could  not  be  disinfected. 


Tuberculosis. 
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National  Assistance  Act,  1948 


A number  of  visits  were  paid  to  persons  reported  to  be  in 
need  of  care  and  attention  and  for  whom  action  might  be  required 
under  Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

A total  of  eleven  persons  were  dealt  with — 3 males  and  8 
females.  The  majority  agreed  to  voluntary  admission  to  Homes  or 
Hospital,  but  emergency  action  by  means  of  an  Order  under  the 
National  Assistance  Amendment  Act,  1951,  was  required  in  the  case 
of  two  males  and  one  female. 

Confirmation  of  the  Order  was  obtained  in  the  Magistrates 
Court  in  the  case  of  the  woman,  and  she  is  still  at  Abercennen, 
Ffairfach. 

Both  men  required  hospital  treatment,  so  they  were  admitted 
to  Bryntirion  Hospital,  Llanelly.  They  died  shortly  after  admission. 

Details  of  Water  and  Sewerage  Schemes. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

A.  Schemes  completed  during  the  year: 

1 — Broad  Oak. 

2.  Cilycwm  and  Cynghordy  Housing  Site  extension. 

B.  In  progress  during  the  year.: 

1— Betws  Water  Supply. 

C.  Awaiting  approval  of  the  Ministry: 

1— Comprehensive  Water  Scheme:  Crugybar  and  Halfway. 


D.  Schemes  under  consideration  31st  December,  1954: 


Rhandirmwyn  and  Pantglas. 
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SEWERAGE  SCHEMES: 

A.  Schemes  completed  during  the  year: 

Nil. 

B.  In  progress  during  the  year: 

1 — Broad  Oak  Sewerage  Scheme. 

C.  Schemes  awaiting  approval  ol  the  Ministry: 

1 —  Bethlehem. 

2 —  Felingwm. 

3 —  Cynghordy. 

D.  Schemes  under  consideration  31st  December,  1954: 

1 —  Ffairfach  and  Llandilo  Urban  Joint  Sewerage  Scheme. 

2 —  Penygroes  and  Blaenau,  Gate  Road,  Capel  Hendre 

Sewerage  Scheme. 

3 —  Ffcrws  Hill  Sewerage  Scheme. 

4 —  Carmel  and  Pantllyn  Sewerage  Scheme. 

•5 — Llansawel  Sewerage  Scheme. 

6 — Llangadog  Sewerage  Scheme. 
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Factories  and  Workshops. 


1.  Inspection  for  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises. 

Inspections 

No.  of  written 
Notices 

Prosecutions 

(i)  Factories  in  which  sections  1,  2, 
3,  4,  and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  L.A.’s 

3 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  section  7 is  enforced  by 
L.A.  

21 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  section 
7 is  enforced  by  L.A.  (excluding 
outworkers  premises) 

3 

... 

TOTAL  

27 

... 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  found. 


No.  of  Defects. 


Referred  to  No.  of 

Found  Remedied  H M.  Prosecutions 
Inspector 


Want  of  Cleanliness 
Overcrowding 
Unreasonable  temperature 
Inadequate  ventilation 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

1 

::: 

1 

Sanitary  conveniences: 

(a)  insufficient 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

3 

3 

... 

... 

Other  Offences  (not  including  Off- 
ences relating  to  outwork) 

... 

... 

. . . 

... 

TOTAL  

4 

4 I - ' 

... 

4 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE  SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1954. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council: 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Olley  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I submit  for  your  consideration  mv 
3rd  Annual  Report  on  the  work  undertaken  and  accomplished  by  your 
Sanitary  Department  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  195-4. 
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Summary  of  Inspections  and  Visits. 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Butchers  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Cafes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Grocers  and  Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  466 

Food  Poisoning  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Water  Supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  311 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  407 

Piggeries  ...  ...  •••  •••  ’ 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  ? 

Rodent  Destruction  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  828 

Refuse  Disposal  ...  •••  •••  •••  39 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  18 

Filthy  and  Verminous  Premises  ...  ...  •••  •••  12 

Dwelling  Houses  (Public  Health  Act)  ...  ...  •••  •••  193 

Dwelling  Houses  (Housing  Act)  ...  ...  •••  248 

Council  Houses  ...  • ••  •••  •••  •••  ^19 

Dwelling  Houses  (Miscellaneous)  Inspections  ...  ...  287 

Nuisances  (Miscellaneous)  ...  •••  •••  •••  ^9 

TOTAL  3499 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  Served  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  3 

No.  of  Statu  lory  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  •••  •••  3o 

No.  of  Preliminary  Notices  served 

No.  of  Preliminary  Notices  complied  with  ...  •••  •••  6 

Work  undertaken  by  Council  in  default  ...  •••  3 


Water  Supply 


PUBLIC  SUPPLIES. 

Samples  for  bacteriological  examination  continued  to  be  collected 
from  all  public  supplies  at  regular  intervals  throughout  the  year.  The 
story  has  changed  but  little.  In  the  South  Sanitary  District,  wherp 
the  supplies  are  treated,  results  of  analyses  invariably  proved  satis- 
factory; in  the  North  Sanitary  District,  occasional  unsatisfactory  results 
were  forthcoming,  largely  due  to  the  nature  of  the  supplies  and  lack 
of  treatment.  This  was  also  true  of  the  numerous  small  supplies  in 
the  Parish  of  Betws  in  the  South  District,  but  the  new  scheme  now  in 
progress  will  completely  alter  this  picture  and  provide  this  area  with  an 
adequate  and  wholesome  supply  of  water. 

In  the  North  District,  all  hope  must  now  be  based  on  the  real- 
isation of  the  Comprehensive  Water  Scheme  to  supercede  the  numJ 
erous  small  schemes  scattered  throughout  the  area  and  to  introduce 
a mains  supply  to  those  dwellings  at  the  present  time  dependant  upon 
unsatisfactory  private  supplies. 


PRIVATE  SUPPLIES. 

The  urgent  need  of  an  adequate  and  wholesome  supply  of  water, 
particularly  in  the  North  District,  is  sufficiently  evident  from  the  per- 
centage of  unsatisfactory  results  of  samples  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  received  during  the  year  under  review.  Every  assistance 
continues  to  be  given  to  owners  of  such  supplies  with  a view  to  im- 
proving the  quality  of  the  water,  by  advising  on  constructional  details 
and  practical  protective  measures.  In  some  cases,  this  results  in  the 
provision  of  a satisfactory  supply;  in  many  cases,  however,  nothing 
short  of  the  provision  of  a new  supply  or  adequate  treatment  of  the 
existing  supply,  would  improve  them,  and  such  expensive  processes 
cannot  be  contemplated  by  the  large  majority  of  owners. 

The  fact  that  no  physical  discomfort  or  illness  has  been  assoc- 
iated with  the  drinking  of  unwholesome  water  over  a long  period  of 
years,  usually  tends  towards  the  complacent  acceptance  of  such  conditions. 
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This  being  so,  much  credit  is  due  to  the  Council  for  the  enthusiastic 
manner  in  which  it  is  now  pursuing  a comprehensive  water  scheme 
which,  if  realised,  will  revolutionise  the  North  Sanitary  District  and 
bring  within  reach  of  the  country  cottage  and  farm,  a measure  of 
safety  and  amenity  which  for  so  long  past  has  been  to  so  many,  a 
hazy  vision  always  beyond  their  reach. 

During  the  year,  62  private  houses  and  96  council  houses  were 
provided  with  a mains  supply. 


Table  of  Analysis  of  Samples  for  the  year. 

(a)  PUBLIC  SUPPLIES: 


Chemical  Analysis: 


Number  of  samples  collected  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  samples  satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  samples  unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ...  * 


Bacteriological  Examination. 

Number  of  samples  collected 
Number  of  samples  satisfactory 
Number  of  samples  unsatisfactory 


65 

48 
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(b)  PRIVATE  SUPPLIES: 


Bacteriological  Examination. 


110 

51 


Number  of  samples  collected 
Number  of  samples  satisfactory 
Number  of  samples  unsatisfactory 


59 
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House  Connections. 


Main  supplies.  Private  supplies 

Direct  to  House.  By  Standpipe, 


No.  of 
Houses 

Popul- 

ation 

No.  of 
Houses 

Popul- 

ation 

No.  of 
Houses 

Popul- 

ation 

Llandilo  Rural 

545 

1967  i 

. 

70 

488 

441 

1813 

Llanegwad 

105 

436 

28 

• 83 

199 

647 

Llangadog 

230 

684 

12 

32 

231 

753 

Llanddeusaut 

11 

46 

7 

15 

89 

222 

Llandingat  Without 

2 

7 

85 

252 

Llandvfeisaut 

7 

'22 

12 

51 

Llanfairarybryn 

24 

66 

8 

30 

133 

568 

Llanfihangel  Aber. 

215 

847 

27 

124 

78 

227 

Llanfynydd 

28 

89 

18 

36 

122 

391 

Llangathen 

3 

10 

33 

107 

126 

472 

Llansadwrn 

27 

108 

18 

59 

122 

365 

Llansatvel 

43 

118 

23 

53 

86 

231 

Llauwrda 

... 

... 

... 

115 

355 

Talley 

28 

60 

7 

2 

90 

280 

Conwil  Caio 

21 

25 

10 

31 

304 

868 

Cilycwm 

6 

24 

... 

202 

440 

Myddfai 

... 

... 

... 

161 

535 

Bctwa 

276 

931 

1 

3 

17 

57 

Llandvbie 

2128 

7724 

15 

49 

95 

280 

Quarter  Bach 

890 

2571 

7 

29 

14 

56 

Drainage  and  Closet  Accommodation. 


The  rate  of  progress  in  the  provision  of  water  closets  to  replace 
earth  closets,  and  the  provision  of  satisfactory  house  drainage  are  largelv 
dependant  upon  the  provision  of  public  sewers.  For  many  years,  the 
.'outh  Sanitary  District  has  been  well  served  by  public  sew'ers  and  bv 
today,  only  a few  isolated  areas  lack  such  a service. 

It  is  encouraging  to  note  the  efforts  that  are  now  being  made  to 
provide  similar  services  in  the  North  Sanitary  District  where 
there  is  available  an  adequate  supply  of  water,  and  the  inclusion  of 
hamlets  and  villages  in  sewerage  schemes  where  new  Council  estates 
arc  being  provided,  is  a praiseworthy  policy. 

During  the  year  under  review,  a water  carriage  system  was 
provided  for  twenty-four  private  dwellings,  and  ninety-six  council 
houses. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

Further  efforts  have  been  made  during  the  year  to  discourage 
the  practice  of  indiscriminate  tipping  of  refuse  and  to  encourage  a full 

use  of  the  public  cleansing  facilities  provided  by  the  Council.  In 

addition  to  letters  and  verbal  appeals  to  offenders,  and  the  placing 

of  warning  notices  on  appropriate  sites,  notices  have  been  printed  in 

local  newspapers  and  shown  on  cinema  screens.  These  measures,  al- 
though improving  the  position  at  the  time  of  action,  appear  to  have 
no  lasting  effect. 

The  collection  of  refuse  would  be  speeded  up  and  the  whole 
process  made  more  wholesome  and  hygienic  if  the  pro\ision  of  regul- 
ation dustbins  were  to  be  enforced  by  the  Council.  It  is  perhaps 
unfortunate,  that  in  this  matter,  the  Council  must  decide  whether  such 
provision  shall  be  made  the  responsibility  of  the  landlord  or  the  tenant. 
Nevertheless,  1 feel  that  this  is  a matter  which  is  at  least  worthy  of 
consideration. 
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Rodent  Control. 

Vigorous  efforts  have  been  continued  during  the  year  to  reduce 
the  rat  population  throughout  the  Council’s  area.  In  the  latter  part  of 
the  year,  this  work  was  sadly  interrupted  by  the  untimely  death  of 
the  senior  rodent  operator,  Mr.  William  Morris.  It  will  not  be  out  of 
place  at  this  stage  to  pay  a sincere  tribute  to  this  loyal  employee,  who 
for  so  many  years  had  served  the  Council  so  conscientiously. 

All  complaints  received  during  the  year  were  promptly  dealt 
with  and  excellent  results  were  reported  from  many  of  the  areas 
treated. 

No  cases  of  rat-borne  disease  were  reported  as  having  occurred 
within  the  Council’s  area  during  the  year. 


Summary  of  Control  Measures. 


Block  Treatment- 

No.  of  No.  of  No.  of  Sec.  No  Man 

Type  of  Property.  Inspections  Treatments  4 Notices  No.  Premises  Holes 


L.A.  Property 

20 

15 

Dwellings 

744 

315 

. . . 

. . . 

Business  Property 

2 

2 

. . • 

... 

Agric.  Property 

62 

... 

... 

8 

43 

7 

TOTAL 

.. 

828 

332 

8 
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Schools. 

Routine  inspections  of  schools  and  school  kitchens  continued 
during  the  jear  under  review.  Improved  heating  arrangements  were 
provided  at  Myddfai  C.P.  School  and  two  school  kitchens  were  treated 
for  rat  infestations. 


22 


No  major  changes  can  be  reported  nor  can  such  changes  be  ex- 
pected in  many  of  our  purely  rural  schools  until  such  time  as  adequate 
water  supplies  and  sewerage  facilities  are  made  available. 


Factories. 

During  the  year,  twenty-seven  inspections  of  factories  were  carr- 
ied out.  Infringements  of  only  a minor  character  were  discovered  and 
these  were  rectified  almost  immediately. 

No  notifications  relating  to  infringements  of  the  Factory  Act 
were  received  from  H.  M.  Inspector  of  Factories. 


Meat  and  other  Foods. 


MEAT. 

The  year  under  review  witnessed  the  decontrol  of  meat  and 
livestock  and  local  authorities  were  made  responsible  for  ensuring  that 
sufficient  slaughtering  accommodation  would  be  available  to  satisfy  the 
consumer  needs  of  their  districts  and  for  the  inspection  of  meat  in  the 
selected  slaughterhouses.  This  of  necessity  entailed  the  re-introduction 
of  a large  number  of  private  slaughterhouses. 

Prior  to  1940,  twenty-four  such  establishments  operated  through- 
out the  Council’s  area.  Immediately  on  decontrol,  eleven  applications 
were  received  for  the  licensing  of  private  slaughterhouses.  Three  of 
these  applications  were  refused  and  as  a result,  two  of  the  applicants 
appealed  to  a court  of  summary  jurisdiction  against  the  Council’s 
decision.  When  the  first  case  came  up  for  hearing  at  the  Llangadog 
Justices  Court,  the  appeal  wras  not  allowed  and  the  applicant  appealed 
to  Quarter  Sessions,  where  judgement  was  given  in  favour  of  the 
Council. 

The  circumstances  prevailing  in  the  second  case  being  somewhat 
different  and  the  appellant  having  renovated  and  brought  his  estabv 
lishment  up  to  a satisfactory  hygienic  standard,  the  Council  resolved 
to  licence  this  slaughterhouse. 
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Finally,  licences  were  granted  in  respect  of  nine  private  slaughter- 
houses. This  number  was  deemed  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  consumer 
needs  of  the  area,  and  the  Council  resolved  to  proceed  in  accordance 
with  the  provision  of  section  4 of  the  Slaughterhouses  Act,  in  order  to 
restrict  the  number  of  private  slaughterhouses. 

All  carcases  slaughtered  within  the  Council’s  area  are  subjected 
to  a thorough  examination  before  they  pass  to  the  consumer,  and  all 
meat  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  is  removed  to  the 
condemned  meat  room  at  the  Llandilo  Urban  District  Council’s  abattoir 
for  collection  and  disposal. 

A number  of  new  statutes  became  operative  during  the  year,  the 
more  important  of  which  may  be  summarised  as  follows,  viz.: — 

1.  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1954. 

2.  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Amendment)  Act,  1954. 

3.  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations,  1954. 

4.  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Pigs)  Act,  1953  (operative  date  1st  July, 

1954). 


Details  of  Meat  Condemned. 


BEASTS. 


Reason  for  Condemnation.  Amount  Condemned 

Fascioliasis 

Abscesses 

Cirrhosis 

Pneumonia 

Bruising 

Hydatid  Cysts 

Carcinoma 

Actinomycosis 

Angioma 

Inflammation 

Pleurisy 


ylbs.). 

659 

36 

667 

23 

66 

157 

7 

28 

35 

9 

50 

1737 


TOTAL 


24 
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SHEEP. 


Reason  for  Condemnation.  Amount  Condemned 

Echinococcus 

Fascioliasis 

Pneumonia 

Hydatid  Cysts 

Strongylosis 

Physiological  Degeneration 

Inflammation 

Bruising 

TOTAL 


(lbs.). 

96 

484 

7 

7 

60 

22 

2 

56 

734 


PIGS. 


Reason  for  Condemnation.  Amount  Condemned 

Tuberculosis 

Hydatid  Cysts  •••  •••-  . 

Pneumonia 

Ascaris  Lumbricoides 
Peritonitis 

Inflammation  •••  •••  ••• 

TOTAL  


(lbs.). 

25 

16 

4 

24 

76 

16 

161 


Grand  Total  of  Meat  Condemned  ...  1 Ton.  3 cwts.,  56  lbs. 


Milk. 

Supervision  of  dairies  and  distributors  vans  and  other  convey- 
ances continued  throughout  the  year  and  the  distribution  of  milk  to 
consumers  throughout  the  area  has  proceeded  in  a highly  satisfactory 
manner. 

Two  distributors  were  advised  to  display  their  names  and  add- 
resses on  their  vehicles  that  they  might  comply  with  the  provisions  of 
Article  32  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations. 

Six  samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  and  two  of  Pasteurised 
Milk  were  collected  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination 
during  the  year.  All  samples  were  reported  as  being  satisfactory. 


Ice  Cream 


Ice-cream  premises  have  received  careful  supervision  during  the 
year  under  review  and  the  ice-cream  retailed  throughout  your  area 
has  been  of  extremely  good  quality. 

Forty-four  premises  are  now  registered  for  the  purpose  of  sale 
and/or  manufacture  of  ice-cream  as  follows  : — 

Sale  of  pre-packed  ice-cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Manufacture  and  sale  (cold  mix  method)  ...  ...  ...  1 

Manufacture  and  sale  (hot  mix  method)  ...  ...  ...  9 


TOTAL 


46 


Twenty  samples  were  collected  and  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination,  the  results  being  as  follows,  viz.: — 

Grade  1 ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Grade  2 ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Grade  3 ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Grade  4 ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

TOTAL  ...  ...  ...  20 

Immediately  results  were  received  from  the  analyst,  copies  of 
the  reports  were  forwarded  to  the  purveyors  concerned  and  follow-up 
visits  made  whenever  samples  fell  into  Grades  3 and  4. 

The  mobile  vans  which  operate  from  three  of  your  registered 
premises  have  been  inspected  and  all  are  excellently  designed  and  ad- 
mirably equipped. 


Licensed  Premises. 

Two  years  ago  I made  mention  of  a survey  of  all  licensed 
premises  within  the  Council’s  area.  Separate  reports  of  each  estab- 
lishment were  circulated  to  the  respective  owners  and  this  action  has 
borne  fruit  over  the  past  two  years.  Owners  have  responded  gener- 
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ously  and  it  is  anticipated  that  in  the  very  near  future  no  licensed 
premises  within  your  area  will  be  without  excellent  sanitary  accomm- 
odation— separate  for  the  sexes — hot  and  cold  water  over  sink  in  bar, 
and  cither  improvements  necessary  for  the  safeguarding  of  the  health 
of  patrons. 


Miscellaneous  Food  Premises. 


In  addition  to  the  food  premises  which  have  been  dealt  with 
under  separate  headings  in  this  report,  one  hundred  and  sixty  inspect- 
ions of  miscellaneous  food  premises  have  been  made  during  the  year. 
These  include  grocers,  green  grocers,  butchers  shops,  bakehouses  and 
fried  fish  shops.  As  a result  of  these  inspections  the  following  im- 
provements were  carried  out,  viz.: — 


Structural  repairs  to  walls  and  ceilings 
Interior  decorating  and  painting 
Improved  cleanliness 

Provision  of  sinks  and  wash  hand  basins 
Provision  of  constant  hot  water 


1 

5 

1 

2 

3 


Food  unfit  for  Human  consumption. 


The  following  foods,  being  unfit  for  human  consumption  were 
condemned  during  the  year,  viz.: — 


Nature  of  Food. 

Reason  for  Condemnation 

Amt. 

Meat  (imported) 

Bruising  and  Moulds 

611  lbs. 

Pearl  Barley 

Moulds 

36  lbs. 

Tinned  Meat 

Blown  & Damaged  tins.. 

.221  Tins 

Tinned  Fruit 

Blown  & Damaged  tins.. 

. 52  Tins 

Tinned  Milk 

Blown  & Damaged  Tins.. 

. 29  Tins 

Misc.  Tinned  Products 

Blown  & Damaged  tins.. 

36  Tins 

n 


Housing 


The  following  are  the 

house 

construction  figures  for  the 

year 

under  review  compared  with 

those 

for  the  previous  year,  viz.: — 

1954. 

1953. 

Number  of  council  houses  erected 

96 

76 

Number  of  council  houses 

under 

construction  ...  52 

48 

Number  of  Private  houses 

erected 

20 

13 

Number  of  Private  houses 

under 

construction  ...  19 

21 

Number  of  families  rehoused  in  council  houses  ...  114 

97 

The  following  table  indicates 

the  Council’s  waiting  list  of 

app- 

licants  for  council  houses  as 

compared  with  the  figures  for  1953. 

Parish  or  Ward. 

Number  of  Applicants. 

1954. 

1953. 

Betws  Lower 

53 

45 

Bettws  Upper 

15 

24 

Heolddu 

. • . 

3 

6 

Llandybie 

114 

108 

Quarter  Bach  No.  1 and  Glynamman 

87 

134 

Quarter  Bach  No.  2 

35 

34 

Penygroes 

72 

65 

Saron 

... 

190 

161 

Caio 

4 

4 

Cilycwm 

. . . 

5 

9 

Llangathen 

. • . 

6 

5 

Llangadog 

. . . 

33 

26 

Llansadwrn 

• . * • 

8 

4 

Llanddeusant 

2 

4 

Llansawel 

4 

7 

Llanwrda 

. • • 

21 

11 

Llanfynydd 

1 

1 

Llanfihangcl  Aberbythich 

17 

30 

Llandilo  South 

... 

26 

39 

*8 
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Llandilo  North 

Myddfai 

Talley 

Llanegwad 

Llanfeirarybryn 


28  22 

3 4 

2 7 

19  18 

3 2 


TOTAL 


...  770  752 


Council  Houses. 


Routine  inspections  of  council  estates  continued  throughout  the 
year.  219  dwellings  were  inspected  and  only  in  three  instances  was  it 
necessary  to  advise  the  tetnants  to  improve  the  state  of  cleanliness. 


Disinfection  and  Disinfestation. 

Five  dwellings  were  disinfected  after  cases  of  infectious  disease 
and  one  dwelling  treated  for  the  eradication  of  bed  bugs. 


Improvement  Grants. 

During  the  year,  a greater  number  of  applications  for  improve- 
ment grants  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  were  received  and  app- 
roved, than  in  any  previous  year. 

Fifty-five  new  schemes  were  approved  and  fifty-three  schemes 
were  completed.  The  approved  schemes  involved  a total  expenditure 
of  £24,195.  and  the  grants  allowed  amounted  to  £11,853. 


Action  taken  under  Housing  Act,  1936v 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  no  ices  were 
served  requiring  repairs  (Section  9) 


2.  Number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  by  owner 
after  service  of  formal  notice  (Section  9) 


Nil 
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3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  by 

local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

-1.  Number  of  houses  reconstructed  as  a result  of  action  un- 
der section  11  of  the  Housing  Act  ...  5 

5.  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  demolition 

orders  •••  •••  •••  ® 

6.  Number  of  notices  served  in  respect  of  dwelling-houses 

overcrowded  ...  ...  •••  — Nil 

7.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  overcrowding  was  ab- 

ated after  service  of  formal  notice  ...  Nil 


8.  Number  of  separate  tenement  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  made  (Section  12)  Nil 

9.  Number  of  separate  tenement  or  underground  rooms  in  res- 

pect of  which  closing  orders  determined  the  tenement 
room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  1 


CONCLUSION. 

Not  only  has  the  year  under  review  been  an  extremely  busy 
one,  but  in  many  respects  it  has  been  harassing.  In  the  midst  of  a 
heavy  programme  of  normal  duties  came  the  decontrol  of  meat  and  the 
heavy  responsibility  of  arranging  for  the  slaughter  and  inspection  of 
meat  to  meet  the  consumer  needs  of  the  area.  Little  time  was  allowed 
for  this  change  over  and  the  problem  was  made  none  the  easier  by 
our  having  to  formulate  a policy  based  upon  and  governed  by  existing 
legislation  and  with  a knowledge  that  new  legislation  was  in  the 
oiling. 


After  some  frustration,  a fairly  satisfactory  solution  was  arrived 
at,  and  in  a short  while,  slaughtering  and  meat  inspection  proceeded 
satisfactorily  throughout  the  area. 

Then  came  the  information  that  slum  clearance  was  to  occupv 
much  of  our  time  and  thought  and  so  yet  another  major  ’problem 
had  to  be  carefully  studied  and  a solution  sought. 
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It  was  anticipated  that  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act, 
1954,  would  immediately  entail  further  additional  work,  by  the  receipt 
of  numerous  applications  for  certificates  of  disrepair.  In  this  respect, 
however,  we  have  as  yet,  been  extremely  fortunate,  having  only  rec- 
eived one  such  application  since  the  Act  became  operative. 


Despite  the  problems  introduced  by  new  legislation,  the  normal 
work  of  the  department  has  continued  smoothly,  and  this  largely  as  a 
result  of  the  keen  interest  taken  by  the  Council  in  our  'most  difficult 
moments  during  the  year. 


Although  our  problems  have  not  all  been  solved,  and  although 
those  which  have  been  tackled  and  resolved  have  perhaps  not  been 
resolved  in  a manner  some  of  us  would  have  wished,  at  least  it  ;can 
be  said  that  a sincere  effort  has  been  made  to  discover  ways  and 
means  of  formulating  policies  on  major  issues  which,  when  operated, 
would  prove  reasonably  successful  and  creditable  to  the  Council. 

All  in  all,  the  year  has  been  a successful  one  and  again  .my 
thanks  are  due  to  all  members  of  the  Council  for  their  keen  and 
kindly  interest:  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  her  ready  assist- 
ance at  all  times:  to  the  Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  constant  and 
loyal  support;  and  to  my  colleagues  in  other  departments  for  their 
unstinted  co-operation. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Ollcy  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  THOMAS, 


Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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